What is the difference between NBCOT certification and state regulation?

NBCOT is an independent national credentialing agency and not a governmental entity.
NBCOT certification is a nationwide recognition that an occupational therapy practitioner has
met certain professional requirements and certification standards

In contrast, a state license/registration/certification grants an occupational therapy practitioner
permission to practice in that state or jurisdiction. State regulations regarding the practice of
occupational therapy and continuing education vary from one state to another.

NBCOT certification is a prerequisite to licensure in all states and the U.S. territories. However,
NBCOT does not have jurisdiction over state regulatory entities and their requirements. The
application process for NBCOT certification is separate and apart from the application process
for state licensure.




