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219,079
Total OTRs and COTAs as of August 1, 2023

Texas Florida

Ohio

158,609 certified 60,470 certified

Pennsylvania

Florida

New York

Texas Pennsylvania

California

California

13,259

3,324

4,954
13,193

9,161 3,4739,367

8,112

Top 5 States Top 5 States 

4,570

4,332
89% 11%

90%
10%

Gender* 
Breakdown

Age 
Distribution

20s
30s

50s
60s+

40s

20s 30s 40s

60s+

with Increased Certificants from August 2022 to August 2023
Top 3 Jursidictions

57% increase

11% increase

10% increase

Puerto Rico

Nevada

Montana

50s

or          O
per 10,000 people in the United States

54,9933.44 ↑ from 2.41 
last year

Certification Renewals 
in 2023

*Gender reporting was not required until 2022, so data does not 
represent all current certificants, nor gender identities.

22%

21%

17%
9%

21%
32%

31% 22%

16%

9%
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Maryland
3,995

Connecticut
3,272

Delaware
763

Massachusetts
6,709

New Hampshire
1,628

New Jersey
8,082

Rhode Island
1,094

Vermont
407

Certificant Population

2,068 4,831

12,615

2,838

16,583 4,735

1,284
3,457

16,401

6,768

5,422

4,273

979

5,220

497

3,759

742

4,199

14,115

1,524

897

10,369

2,072

1,828

12,840

1,009

9,328 5,056

8,319

5,147

1,738

5,021

598

1,6281,365
1,932

2,273
3,372

2,738

1,652

410

238

631

&

197

The total number of certificants in each U.S. state as of August 1, 2023

> 8,000
   3,000 - 8,000

< 3,000

Maryland
3,192

Connecticut
2,427

Delaware
481

Massachusetts
5,315

New Hampshire
1,389

New Jersey
6,763

Rhode Island
649

Vermont
325

1,542 3,617

8,112

1,774

13,259 3,754

826
2,228

13,193

4,543

3,784

3,225

634

3,817
338

2,420

557

2,809

9,161

1,033

710

6,127

984

1,487

9,367

706

6,724 3,502

6,463

4,030

1,104

3,297

529

1,3851,033
1,367

1,525
2,478

1,892

1,429

230

464

368 > 7,000
   4,000 - 7,000

< 4,000

181

Population
The number of OTR certificants in each U.S. state as of 

August 1, 2023

Certificant
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Maryland
803

Connecticut
845

Delaware
282

Massachusetts
1,394

New Hampshire
239

New Jersey
1,319

Rhode Island
454

664 1,214

4,503

1,064

3,342 981

458
1,169

3,208

2,225

1,638

1,048

345

1,403
159

1,339

185

1,390

4,954

491

187

4,242

1,088

341

3,473

303

2,604 1,554

1,856

1,117

634

1,724

69

243332
565

748 894

846

223

8

167

42 > 2,000
   1,000 - 2,000

< 1,000

16

Vermont
96

Population
The number of COTA certificants in each U.S. state as of 

August 1, 2023

Certificant Primary Practice Area

Adult Rehabilitation

General Medical / Systemic

Other

Cardiopulmonary

Management

Mental Health

Pediatrics

Developmental

Musculoskeletal / Orthopedics

Early Childhood

Neurology

Psychosocial

Education and/or Research

Not Currently Practicing

Schools

Ergonomics

Older Adult

22%

2%

3%

7%

10%

3%

1%

<1%

3%

2%

<1%

1%

<1%

<1%

1%

2%

<1%

<1%

<1%

<1%

<1%

1%

13%

28%

1%

3%

2%

2%

<1%

<1%

5%

33%

16%

22%

13%

8%

=

=

Prevention and/or Wellness

Breakdown

<1%
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=

=

Practice Location

Acute Care Setting

Skilled Nursing Facility

Outpatient Setting

University/College

Specialty Clinic
Early Intervention Setting

Vocational Rehabilitation Center

Mental Health Setting

Regulatory Agency

Subacute Care Setting

Research Institute

School Setting

Prevention/Wellness Clinic

Home Health Agency

Not applicable

Assisted Living Facility

2%

<1%

<1%

<1%

<1%

6%

8%

7%

6%

2%

3%

2%

<1%

<1%

2%

2%

1%

<1%

<1%

<1%

<1%

2%

4%

4%

36%

12% 22%

10%

14%

9%

10%

8%

7%

Other

19%

Breakdown

Case Simulation: 
Fine Motor Skills 
Delay

OT Knowledge Library: 
Pediatric ADL 

Skills

1.	OT Knowledge Library: Pediatric Activities of Daily Living
2.	OT Knowledge Library: Dementia
3.	Case Simulation: Fine Motor Skills Delay
4.	Mini Practice Quiz: Pediatrics/Schools
5.	OT Knowledge Library: Imitation/Praxis/Play

249,366

Most used tool Most used tool

Total CAU earned

Breakdown for 2023

Of All Time
Top Tools
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500-900 — GA, FL, IL, MA, NC, MI

200-500 — AZ, CO, CT, IN, IA, KY, 
MD, MN, MO, OH, SC, TN, VA, WA, WI

1-100 — AK, Guam, ID, MS, MT, NV, NM, ND, 
OK, PR, SD, UT, VT, WV, WY

100-200 — AL, AR, DE, DC, ID, KS, LA, ME, 
MS, NE, NH, NM, RI 

+900 — CA, NJ, NY, PA,TX

Score Transfers
The number of OTR exam score transfer requests from August 

2022 to August 2023 as reported by each state. 
Hawaii had 0 score transfer requests.

+300 — CA, FL, NY, TX

200-299 — IL, NC, NJ, OH, PA

100-199 — AR, CT, GA, IN, LA, MA, 
MI, MN, MO, OK, SC, TN, VA, WA

1-49 — AK, DC, ID, ME, MT, NE, NV, NH, NM, 
ND, OR, SD, VT, WV, WY

50-99 — AL, AZ, CO, IA, KS, KY, MD, MS, NM, 
RI, WI

The number of COTA exam score transfer requests from August 
2022 to August 2023 as reported by each state. 

Hawaii had 0 score transfer requests.

Score Transfers
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Alabama State Board of OT 1
Alaska State Board of OT 20

Arizona State Board of OT Examiners 1
Arkansas State Board of OT 136

California State Board 1,009
Colorado State Board 1

Connecticut State Board of OT Licensure 175
Delaware State Board of OT 47

District of Columbia Board of OT 45
Florida State Board OT Council 684

Georgia State Board of OT 256
Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses 47

Illinois Department of Financial and 
Professional Regulation, Division of 

Professional Regulation Health
501

Indiana State Board/
Heath Professions (OT) 182

Iowa State Board of OT Examiners 1
Kentucky State Board of OT 165

Maine State Board of OT Practice 93
Maryland State Board of OT 166

Minnesota Board of OT Practice 4
Missouri State Board of Health Care (OT) 232

Montana State Board of OT 36
Nebraska State Board/Licensing (OT) 110

Nevada State Board of OT 93

New Jersey Advisory Council of OT 544
New Mexico State Board of OT Practice 40

New York State Education Department, 
Division of Professional Licenses 1,164

North Carolina State Board of OT 5
North Dakota State Board of OT Practice 33

Ohio State Board of OT 312
Oklahoma State Board of OT Licensure 52

Oregon State Board of OT 58
Pennsylvania State Board of OT 682

Professional Credentialing Services 405
Puerto Rico State Board of OT LIcensing 25

Rhode Island State Board of OT 51
South Carolina State Board of OT 1

South Dakota Board of Medical and 
Osteopathic Examiners 18

Tennessee State Board of OT Examiners 208
Texas Board of OT Examiners 737

Utah State Board of OT 61
Vermont State Board of OT 12

Virginia State Board of Medicine (OT) 262
Washington State Department of Health 2

West Virginia State Board of OT 35
Wisconsin State Board of OT 4
Wyoming State Board of OT 15

Eligibility Confirmations
An Eligibility Confirmation Notice confirms that a student has 

applied for and is eligible to take the certification exam.

States not indicated had 0 Eligibility Confirmation requests.

Eligibility Confirmations
An Eligibility Confirmation Notice confirms that a student has 

applied for and is eligible to take the certification exam. 

States not indicated had 0 Eligibility Confirmation requests.

Alabama State Board of OT 2
Arkansas State Board of OT 70

California State Board 382
Colorado State Board 1

Connecticut State Board of OT Licensure 52
Delaware State Board of OT 16

District of Columbia Board of OT 6
Florida State Board OT Council 274

Georgia State Board of OT 54
Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses 21

Illinois Department of Financial and 
Professional Regulation, Division of 

Professional Regulation Health
152

Indiana State Board/Heath 
Professions (OT) 53

Kentucky State Board of OT 47
Maine State Board of OT Practice 11

Maryland State Board of OT 59
Missouri State Board of Health Care (OT) 116

Montana State Board of OT 1
Nebraska State Board/Licensing (OT) 16

Nevada State Board of OT 56

New Jersey Advisory Council of OT 165

New Mexico State Board of OT Practice 28
New York State Education Department, 

Division of Professional Licenses 254

North Carolina State Board of OT 1
North Dakota State Board of OT Practice 9

Ohio State Board of OT 209
Oklahoma State Board of OT Licensure 67

Oregon State Board of OT 17
Pennsylvania State Board of OT 147

Professional Credentialing Services 81
Puerto Rico State Board of OT LIcensing 1

Rhode Island State Board of OT 30
South Carolina State Board of OT 2

South Dakota Board of Medical and 
Osteopathic Examiners 11

Tennessee State Board of OT Examiners 93
Texas Board of OT Examiners 336

Utah State Board of OT 29
Vermont State Board of OT 2

Virginia State Board of Medicine (OT) 93
West Virginia State Board of OT 17

Wyoming State Board of OT 5
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Disciplinary Action

NBCOT maintains information of final disciplinary actions taken 
by the organization. 

This reflects the actions taken in between August 2022 through 
August 2023 based on clear and convincing evidence.

Cases by Source
August 2022 - August 2023

Complaint 4%

Early Determination 
Review (EDR) 1%

Exam Applicant 17%

Self-Report 6%

State Board 58%

Renewal Application 14%

Summary
Disciplinary Action

NBCOT maintains information of final disciplinary actions taken by 
the organization. 

This reflects the actions taken in between August 2022 through 
August 2023 based on clear and convincing evidence.

Top 5 Cases by Type of Behavior
Exam Applicant

August 2022 - August 2023

Felony Conviction 11%

Misdemanor 
Conviction 10%

Felony Charge 8%

Misconduct with Harm 
to Another 8%

Documentation 
Problems 6%

Top 3 Cases by Type of Behavior
Early Determination Review

August 2022 - August 2023

Felony Conviction 40%

Felony Charge 20%

Misconduct with Harm 
to Another 40%

Summary
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NBCOT maintains information of final disciplinary actions taken by 
the organization. 

This reflects the actions taken in between August 2022 through 
August 2023 based on clear and convincing evidence.

Top 5 Cases by Type of Behavior 
OTA

Top 5 Cases by Type of Behavior 
OT

Disciplinary Action
Summary

August 2022 - August 2023

Lack of Continuing 
Education 20%

Practicing with an 
Expired License 14%

Documentation 
Problems 12%

Misdemanor 
Conviction 12%

Unprofessional 
Conduct 7%

August 2022 - August 2023

Lack of Continuing 
Education 28%

Documentation 
Problems 16%

Fradulent Billing 9%

Practicing with an 
Expired License 8%

Misdemeanor 
Conviction 6%

by NBCOT

Sanctions Imposed

44

3 Early Determination Review – 1 Reprimand; 
1 Censure; 1 Probation

7 
Exam Candidates – 3 Reprimand; 3 Censure; 1 
Ineligible

21 OTA – 10 Reprimand; 4 Censure; 1 Probation; 3 
Suspension; 2 Emergency Suspension

13 OT – 6 Reprimand; 3 Censure; 2 Suspension; 2 
Voluntary Surrender

NBCOT has the authority to investigate complaints and may 
take action where there is clear evidence that a present or 

future certificant has violated the Code of Conduct.  

The sanctions listed were imposed from August 2022 to 
August 2023.

Sanctions Imposed

Total sanctions imposed
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Number of States Represented

Number of States This Information Represents

Number of States This Information Represents

Top 5 Cases by Types of Behavior – OT

Top 5 Cases by Types of Behavior – OTA

31

15

16

(A2) Failure to Comply with Continuing Education or Competency Requirements 22
(24) Practicing with an Expired License 13
(E3) Filing False Reports or Falsifying Records 8
(D8) Other Unprofessional Conduct 5
(36) Violation of Federal or State Tax Code 4

(A2) Failure to Comply with Continuing Education or Competency Requirements 29
(E3) Filing False Reports or Falsifying Records 18
(24) Practicing with an Expired License 8
(56) Submitting False Claims 8
(A5) Violation of Failure to Comply with Licensing Board Order 5

NBCOT works to serve as a complimentary national clearinghouse 
through the OT Action Exchange — a voluntary database which 
includes both NBCOT actions and state licensing board actions 

that have been voluntarily reported to NBCOT.

OT Action
Exchange

2023

State-by-State
Breakdown

Data pulled August 1, 2023
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362

105

114

135

155

18 27

14

29

40

25

12

10

10
15

63

15

10

14

84

25

12

16

18

15

16
39

5

6

3

3

5

3

2

2

9

4

1

1

9

7

7

5

3

4

5

6

1

4

6

6

3

3

1

1

4

9

2

5

2

6

1 362

1,542

3.04

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

12.3

Mini Practice Quiz: Coronavirus 
Disease
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51

21

10

15

19

26

10

26

55

24

62

37
15 51

28

22

13

31

2019

142

1

1

1

3

3

2

2

1

9

9

1

1

1

9

1

5
1

9

3

1

4
1

7

2

5

3

6

1

2

1 62

664

1.31

1.	 Older Adult
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Early Childhood

10.0

Mini Practice Quiz: Pediatrics/
Schools
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1 2 30

203

37

32

36

3

106 7

31

368

5.02

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Schools
4.	Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics
5.	 Early Childhood

13.7

Orthotic Builder: Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome
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1 12

9

12

4

1

11

42

1.31

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Early Childhood
4.	Older Adult
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

12.9

Mini Practice Quiz: Assisstive 
Technology
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1,718

258 18

5434

15

63

84

26

8

7

3

31 1,718

2,288

3.11

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Pediatrics
3.	 Schools
4.	Older Adult
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

15.3

Mini Practice Quiz: Coronavirus 
Disease



Population

Top 5 Practice Areas

Average Years Certified

COTA Ratio per 10,000

Most Popular Navigator Tool

Page	 |      33 State by State Breakdown2023 National Overview

Back to Table of Contents

State by State Breakdown2023 National OverviewPage	 |      32

Back to Table of Contents

747

224 22

1621

60

23

25

3

5

3 2

1

8

61 747

1,169

1.59

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Older Adult
4.	Schools
5.	 Early Childhood

9.9

Mini Practice Quiz: Pediatrics/
Schools
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339

222

180

147

39

59

18
12 13

24

35

19

56

70

35

17

96

30

16

10

14

46

12

42

2

3

4

5

4

9

3

3

7

1

1

5

5

5

8

1

3

9

2

8

1

1

2

1

7

9

4

2

4

4

2

2

1

8

7

3

6

1

7

3

3

2

3

12

5

5

1 339

1,774

5.82

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Schools
4.	Older Adult
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

14.7

Mini Practice Quiz: Pediatric Early 
Intervention
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21

12

16
65

19

10

20

43
11

10

10

14

33

17

11

90

10

15

13

19

15

14

22

29

10

10

31

39

79

14

23

13

41

45

26

6

6

7

7

8
5

4

2

3

5

4

1

3

4

3

3

7

3

2

5

2

3

9

9

3

5

8

6

6

9

5

3 3

5

4

1 90

1,064

3.49

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Adult Rehabilitation
4.	Schools
5.	 Early Childhood

7.3

OT Knowledge Library: Pediatric 
ADL Skills
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1,430

3,751

1,368

639

120

369

135

151
448

527

831

141160

129
218

107

320

128

163

472

431

387
124

54

43

12

71

40

13

25

20

40

15 33

73

12

98

18

13

59

3

9

5

8

3

8

3

4

2

3

4

3

2 6
1 3,751

13,259

3.40

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Pediatrics
3.	 Older Adult
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

14.1

Mini Practice Quiz: Pediatrics/
Schools
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1,047

231

505 295

206

430

27

10

22

48

25

11

47

17

34

11
29

13

14

19

20

15

28
17

18

30

53

19

3

1

1

3

1

4

5

1

6

1

2

7
5

4

1

5

9
6

1

3

4

3

1

2

1 1,047

3,324

0.85

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

8.5

OT Knowledge Library: Pediatric 
ADL Skills
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141

346

479

260

578

455

298

428

108

202

26

14

15

11

32

13

27

40

10

11

36

51

21

26

10

5
2

3
3

3

8
2

1

1

1

1

5

6
3

6

2

3

2
2

3

3

9

5
5

2

9
1

2

3

1 578

3,754

6.43

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Older Adult
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

17.5

Mini Practice Quiz: Coronavirus 
Disease
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Case Simulation: Ethics
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198

14
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11

93

16

33

1

4

4

2

2
1

6

5

2

3

2

2

1
3

1

1 198

491

1.45

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Schools
4.	Pediatrics
5.	 Mental Health

9.0

Mini Practice Quiz: Ethics
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103

10

21

10

14

14

33

38

20

39

6

1

9

6

1 103

325

5.02

1.	 Older Adult
2.	 Pediatrics
3.	 Schools
4.	Adult Rehabilitation
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

17.5

PAM: Osteoarthritis – Hands
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16

12

15

12

16

1

6

7

1

31

1

4

1

1 16

96

1.48

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Developmental

15.2

Case Simulation: Caregiver 
Education and Dementia
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12 17
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25
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1

6

3
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6

7

2
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8

6

1
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3

2

6

2

3

1
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4

8
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3

1

3

1

1

3

2
2

6
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7
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5

5

4

1
9

4

18

6

4

2

3

1

1

1

3

35

1 469

3,784

4.36

1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Pediatrics
3.	 Older Adult
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

14.1

Mini Practice Quiz: Dementia and 
Mild Cognitive Disorders
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1 133

1,638
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1.	 Older Adult
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

10.4

Mini Practice Quiz: Dementia and 
Mild Cognitive Disorders

OT Knowledge Library: Imitation/
Praxis/Play
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2
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5

1
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4

4

1 1,166

3,225

4.14

1.	 Pediatrics
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Schools
4.	Older Adult
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

16.2

Mini Practice Quiz: Coronavirus 
Disease
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1

1 271
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1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

10.5

OT Knowledge Library: Pediatric 
ADL Skills
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1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Pediatrics
3.	 Older Adult
4.	Schools
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

13.1

Mini Practice Quiz: Coronavirus 
Disease
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1.	 Older Adult
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Schools
4.	Pediatrics
5.	 Early Childhood

11.3

Case Simulation: COTA® Caregiver 
Education and Dementia
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1.	 Adult Rehabilitation
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Schools
4.	Pediatrics
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

17.0

Mini Practice Quiz: Coronavirus 
Disease
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2.38

1.	 Older Adult
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Pediatrics
4.	Schools
5.	 Mental Health

14.4

Case Simulation: COTA® Caregiver 
Education and Dementia
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4
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5 2

1 82

338

5.81

1.	 Schools
2.	 Older Adult
3.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics
4.	Pediatrics
5.	 Adult Rehabilitation

15.7

Case Simulation: Caregiver 
Education and Dementia
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10
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3

6

2

8

3

3

1

3

3

2

4

2

4

1 1

1 71

159

2.73

1.	 Older Adult
2.	 Adult Rehabilitation
3.	 Early Childhood
4.	Pediatrics
5.	 Musculoskeletal/Orthopedics

11.4

OT Knowledge Library: Play Skills – 
3-5 Years
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